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The Centre d’arts visuels de l’Alberta (CAVA) is happy to present the Big Heads. This 
project is largely financed by the minister of Heritage Canada, in the context of Canada’s 
150th anniversary. In a fun and dynamic way, it unifies the multicultural francophone 
community via multidisciplinary workshops and participation in festivals.   

With the guidance of expert artist Michelle Smith, from Caraquet, N.B., 21 artists and 
members created a symbol that represents their respective communities: those of African, 
Arabic, Franco-Albertan and European origin.  

To date, the Big Heads have been paraded at Edmonton Pride, The Works, Edmonton 
Chante and Canada Day. Don’t miss their next appearance at the Heritage Festival, from 
August 5th to 7th 2017 in the William Hawrelak Park, Edmonton!  

 
 
Le Centre d’arts visuels de l’Alberta (CAVA) est heureux de vous présenter les Grosses 
Têtes. Ce projet, dont le financement est assuré en grande partie par le ministère du 
Patrimoine canadien dans le cadre du 150ième anniversaire du Canada, unifie d’une 
manière amusante et dynamique la communauté francophone multiculturelle via les 
sessions des ateliers multidisciplinaires et les défilés carnavalesques.   

Sous la direction de l’artiste expert Michelle Smith, de Caraquet, N.B., 21 artistes et 
membres de la communauté ont conçu un symbole qui représente leur communauté 
respective : celle d’origine africaine, arabe, franco-albertaine et européenne.  

Jusqu’à date, les Grosses Têtes ont défilés aux festivals Edmonton Pride, The Works, 
Edmonton Chante et Canada Day. Ne manquez pas leur prochaine apparition au Heritage 
Festival, du 5 au 7 août 20917 au parc William Hawrelak, à Edmonton ! 
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Interview with Michelle Smith, expert artist from Caraquet, New Brunswick 

Interview and translation by Lisa Grondin  

 

Lisa: Could you tell us about your experience with big heads? 

Michelle: In the early 2000s, there were people who travelled from Caraquet to France. After, there were 
French people who came to Caraquet to share the big head techniques. It was at this point that I started 
learning the technique. After, I worked many times with other artists. We worked together to build or 
repair big heads.  

Lisa: In your opinion, how does this project relate to Canada’s 150th anniversary?  

Michelle: To me, it represents well what Canada is today. It goes very well with all the events that celbrate 
Canada. 

   

 

Lisa: How was your experience working with the different 
communities?   

Michelle: I certainly loved it. Every time we work on projects with 
many people, we learn more about everyone. Th[is] exchange is 
good: each person brings their own different techniques. It’s also 
fun: we inspire one another. It’s very interesting.  
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Interview with Alain Bertrand, representative of the Franco-European community 
Interview and translation by Lisa Grondin  

 

 

Lisa: In your opinion, how is this project relevant to Canada’s 150th anniversary?  

Alain: Francophones have always participated in Canada’s history; the Gauls is perhaps going too far 
back, but I think it’s important to be able to analyze, specify francophone contributions and especially 
underline its diversity – it’s great diversity – here in Edmonton.  

Lisa: How does this project fit in with your own artistic practices? Has this project allowed you to 
progress in your artistic journey?  

Alain: I’m not really an artist; I draw. But the project interested me because I work a lot in the community 
here and in Africa. The project as it is, with paper-mâché, the big heads, representing one’s community – 
it’s mainly these aspects that attracted me. So, I wanted to learn how to do it to be able to show it to 
others, in schools in during my projects in Africa. I find that it’s a project that brings people together; this 
is mainly what captivated me.  

Lisa: Describe your Big Head. In what way does it 
represent your community?  

Alain: We made a Gaul. So how does this represent my 
community? I’m Belgian. So for me, the Gaul is more 
French than Belgian, but we wanted something that 
could still be acceptable and that adds a historical 
perspective, compared to the Franco-European Big 
Heads.  
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